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Ap p lica t ion  Proce ss  
  
The  Etonbury Academ y Sixth  Form  issues an  applica tion  form  which  is u sed  by in te rna l and 
exte rna l applicants who wish  to apply for a  p lace . Th is applica tion  form  a llows the  studen t to  
provide  up  to 3 choices of A leve ls and/or vocationa l Leve l 3 com bination  courses. All students 
will be  expected  to  take  the  Extended Pro ject Qualifica tion  (EPQ) or Further Maths in  addition . 
Copie s of the  subject gu ide  and  b locks a re  ava ilab le  on  the  Sixth  Form  webpage  via  the  
Etonbury Academ y m ain  school website . All applican ts will rece ive  a  1:1 consu lta tion  m ee ting 
with  the  Sixth  Form  team  and a  conditiona l offe r a fte r they have  applied , wh ich  outlines a ll 
en try requ irem ents that m ust be  m et in  order to  secu re  a  p lace . There  will be  d iscussions 
about a lte rnative  courses shou ld  a  student not ach ieve  the  requ ired  grades.   

Ad m iss ion s  Cr it e r ia  
  
To de te rm ine  e ligib ility for adm ission , the  Etonbury Academ y Sixth  Form  has specific crite ria  
in  re la tion  to  m in im um  entry requ irem ents for Year 12 based  on  GCSE grades. 

Min im um  En try Requ irem ents  
● Five  grade  4s m in im um  to  study a ll A leve l courses  
● Five  grade  4s m in im um  to  study a  com bina tion  of A leve l courses and  vocationa l 

courses (BTEC’s and  applied  L3 courses)  
● Five  Grade  4’s to  study a ll Leve l 3 BTEC/applied  courses  
● Each  subject has the ir own entry requ irem en t (see  subject gu ide ).  

  
 



 

 

Each  course  a lso has academ ic en try requ irem ents based  upon  GCSE grades or other 
m easures of prior a tta inm en t.  These  crite ria  will be  the  sam e  for in te rna l and  externa l 
applican ts and  will be  published  in  the  Sixth  Form  subject gu ide  in  the  adm issions and  
applica tion  section  of the  sixth  form  webpage  

Applican ts fa iling to m eet the  grades for the ir pre ferred  course  options will be  offe red 
a lte rnative  courses in  line  with  the ir pre ferences, if p laces are  ava ilab le . In te rna l applican ts 
who fa il to  m eet the  ove rrid ing en try requ irem ent of the  Sixth  Form  will re su lt in  a  re fe rra l to  
the  careers, advice  and gu idance  team  to  look a t o the r options such  as co llege  applica tions 
and  appren tice sh ips. Externa l applicants who fa il to  m eet the  Etonbury Academ y Sixth  Form  
entry requ irem ents, will be  re ferred  back to  the ir cu rrent school’s careers advice  team .  

Conditiona l offe rs of p laces will be  m ade  on  a  com m on da te  around April e ach  year, 
conditiona l on  obta in ing GCSE or o the r exte rna l exam ination  resu lts. These  p laces will be  
au tom atica lly confirm ed on  provid ing evidence  of the  grades requ ired .   

Places wh ich  becom e  ava ilab le  a fte r GCSE re su lts will be  offe red  to  rem ain ing applican ts on  
or im m ediate ly a fte r the  enro lm ent day a t the  end  of August.  

Ove r su b scr ip t ion  Cr it e r ia  (Pos t  16)  
 
If Year 12 is ove rsubscribed  (m axim um  year 12 entry num ber of 200) afte r the  adm ission  of 
studen ts with  Specia l Educationa l Needs where  an  Etonbury Academ y studen t is  nam ed on  
the  sta tem ent, the  be low crite ria  will be  applied  in  the  order in  wh ich  they a re  se t ou t, 
p rovid ing the  student has m e t the  sixth  form  en try and  course  requ irem ents:  
 
1. Applican ts who are  deem ed to  be  e ither a  looked afte r ch ild  or a  previously looked afte r 
ch ild , including those  ch ildren  who appear (to  the  adm ission  au thority) to  have  been  in  sta te  
care  outside  of England and  ceased  to  be  in  sta te  care  as a  re su lt of be ing adopted    

2. The  d istance  of the  applicant’s hom e  from  the  Academ y with  the  applican ts living closest 
be ing given  priority. Distance  is m easured  in  a  stra igh t line  from  the  applican t’s hom e  to  the  
Academ y reception  office .  
 

GCSE En glish  a n d  Ma t h s  Re t a ke s   

A student who enters the  Etonbury Academ y Sixth  Form  in  Septem ber withou t a t le ast a  grade  
4 in  GCSE Mathem atics, lega lly needs to  re take  the  GCSE m athem atics until they ach ieve  a  
grade  4.   

A student who en te rs the  Etonbury Academ y Sixth  Form  in  Septem ber withou t a  grade  4 in  
GCSE Language  or Lite ra ture , lega lly needs to re take  and  will be  en te red  for GCSE English  
Language  re take  classes.  If a  studen t ach ieves a  grade  4 in  GCSE English  Language  or  

https://www.etonbury.org.uk/sixth-form


 

 

Lite rature , they do  not lega lly need to  re take  bu t it  is  recom m ended if a  grade  4 in  GCSE 
English  Language  has not been  ach ieved , that the  studen t opts-in  to  GCSE English  Language  
re take  classe s.  

Sp e cia l Ed u ca t ion a l Ne e d s  (EHCP) Post  16  
 

If a  student with  an  Educa tion  Health  and  Care  Plan  (EHCP) wishes to  nam e Etonbury Academ y 
Sixth  Form  in  the  p lan , in  accordance  with  the  SEND Code  of Practice , the  Loca l Au thority will 
engage  with  the  Academ y through  the  sta tu tory consu lta tion  process.   

In t e rn a t ion a l St u d e n t s   
 

In te rna tiona l students en te ring Year 12 m ust be  17 or under by 1st Septem ber on  the  year of 
en try.  

All in te rna tiona l studen ts (or students who have  qua lifica tions other than  GCSE’s) a re  
requ ired  to  sit en trance  exam inations in  Maths and  English .  

All in te rnationa l students a re  requ ired  to  have  an  en try in te rview with  the  Head of Sixth  Form .  

In te rna tiona l applicants need  to  sign  up and  registe r with  UK ENIC to  ge t a  sta tem ent of 
com patib ility.  Etonbury Academ y Sixth  Form  will no t accept any in te rna tiona l student without 
an  ENIC statem ent as grades cannot be  com pared/conve rted e ffective ly.  It is  the  applicant’s 
re sponsib ility to  ensu re  th is is done . Once  the  applican t has the  ENIC statem ent, they can  
con tact Sixth  Form  adm issions to take  an  applica tion  forward . ENIC website :  
h ttps:/ /en ic.org.uk/  

Ap p e a l Proce ss   
 

If an  applicant wishes to  appea l aga inst the  decision  to  not offe r them  a  p lace  in  the  Sixth  
Form  a t Etonbury Academ y, the  process is as fo llows:  

• Stage  1: The  applicant will have  the  right to  appea l with in  5 working days of rece ip t of 
the  decision  not to  offe r them  a  p lace .  The  appea l request shou ld  be  addressed  to  
the  Principa l of Etonbury Academ y. The  Principa l will investigate  the  applica tion  and  
in form  the  studen t of the  resu lt o f the  appea l with in  10 school days of rece ip t of the 
appea l le tte r.  

• Stage  2: The  applicant can  appea l via  the  Etonbury Academ y gove rn ing body to  review 
independently.  

 

https://enic.org.uk/
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•  

• Stage  3: The  applican t can  appea l the  Principa l’s decision  with in  5 working days of 
rece ip t of the  le tte r confirm ing the  re su lt o f the  appea l. Th is shou ld  be  addressed  to 
the  Ch ie f Executive  Officer (CEO) of Bedfordsh ire  Schools Trust (BEST). The  CEO (or 
designated  m em ber of the  Cen tra l Team ) will investigate  the  application  and  in form  
the  studen t of the  re su lt o f the  appea l with in  10 school days of rece ip t of the  appeal 
le tte r.  

De fin it ion s   

“Looke d  Aft e r  Ch ild”  

A ‘looked afte r’ ch ild  is a  ch ild  in  the  care  of a  loca l au thority as de fined by Section  22 of the  
Ch ildren  Act 1989. In  re la tion  to  school adm issions legisla tion  a  ‘looked afte r ch ild’ is a  ch ild  
in  public care  at the  tim e  of applica tion  to a  school.    

‘‘Pre viou s ly ‘looke d  a ft e r  ch ild r e n ’’   

A previously ‘looked afte r’ ch ild  is a  ch ild  who was ‘looked afte r’, bu t ceased  to  be  so  because  
they were  adopted  or becam e  subject to  a  re sidence  orde r or a  special guard iansh ip  orde r.  

“Hom e  a d d re ss”   

The  Adm issions Au thority expect a  studen t’s hom e address to  be  a  re sidentia l property that 
is  the  student’s on ly or m ain  residence , not an  address a t wh ich  they m ay som e tim es stay or 
sleep  due  to  your dom estic arrangem en ts.   

If the  studen t live s at m ore  than  one  address because  of a  shared  parenta l/fam ily 
a rrangem ent, e ither address m ay be  used , but the  address where  the  student spends m ost 
of the  school week will be  conside red  the  m ost re levant.  If it  is  unclear where  the  studen t 
spends m ost of the  school week, the  Adm issions Authority m ay a lso  request fu rther 
in form ation , th is m ay include  GP registration .    

For ch ildren  of UK se rvice  pe rsonne l and crown  servants, the  Adm issions Au thority will use  
the  address a t wh ich  the  student will live  when  applying the ir oversubscrip tion  crite ria , as 
long as the  parent provides som e  evidence  of the ir in tended address. A un it or quarte ring 
address can  be  used  as the  studen t’s hom e  address when conside ring the  application  where  
a  parent requests th is.      
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